56        A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDlNTA

The social philosophy of today reveals the tragic fact
that culture and civilisation are on the very verge of collapse
owing to the decadence of faith in the moral values of life
and the dignity of personality. The evolutionary theory of
the survival of the fittest affords a scientific and moral
justification for the growth of the evils of cut-throat com-
petition in all walks of life, and dictatorships or the rule of
supermen with their will to enslave humanity. The gospel
of material progress based on the triumphs of modern science
has reduced man to a machine and a mere item in the pro-
gramme of exploitation. The machine created by man has
become a menace to his very being. The idea that the State
is an end in itself and is beyond moral laws and that the
individual is only a means to an end has undermined the
foundations of true democracy and self-rule. The theory of
chosen races and religions has increased racial bitterness
and religious fanaticism. Religiosity has taken the place of
religion and dogmas and rituals masquerade as spiritual
faith; and religion itself is regarded as a morbid obsession.
Psycho-analysis has exaggerated the meaning of the sexual
instinct as an all-powerful but repressed feeling clamouring
for satisfaction, and made sex training an education in nasti-
ness and licence. Society itself is threatened with extinction
by the war-mentality that rages everywhere and some thinkers
say that life is now decadent and will soon be destroyed. It
is the supreme task of the philosopher to restore the higher
ideals of life and reconstruct society on a moral and spirit-
ual basis* The acquisitive instinct is very strorfg in human
nature and it no doubt defiles the mind, clogs the spirit and
makes for division and hatred. But the solution lies not in
the abolition of private property but in reconstructing society
on the principle that riches may be hated but not the rich